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1. overview and themes

Ghost for Sale is about Mr and Mrs Rundle, a couple who buy a wardrobe that is 
advertised as having a ghost living in it.

The story is structured so as to allow for alternative interpretations of the central question of 
whether or not the wardrobe is actually haunted.

On the one hand:

The original owner of the wardrobe, Mrs Barclay, claims to have seen the ghost ˚
Mr Rundle thinks he hears noises coming from the wardrobe ˚

On the other:

Terry Deary explains that during the 1930s it was common for very wealthy people to  ˚
lose their money and perhaps Mrs Barclay chose falsely to advertise the ghost in the 
wardrobe purely to earn extra money

To support this supposition, it is suggested that Mrs Barclay’s claim that her servants and  ˚
maids left due to fear of the ghost may in fact be a cover story for her failing to pay their 
wages

Terry Deary very much leaves it up to the reader to decide on the truth of the matter. 
Throughout the story he provides alternative explanations for supposedly supernatural 
phenomena but the reader may decide what to believe!

Introduction – Streatley, Berkshire, England

The introduction sets the story in 1937 in Streatley in Berkshire. This section also introduces the 
reader to the subject of ghosts. It asks why people are so fascinated with ghosts when most find 
them terrifying. It then introduces the central premise of the book – the haunted wardrobe.

Chapter 1 – Mrs Rundle’s Brainwave

We meet Mr and Mrs Rundle, who are having their breakfast while reading the newspaper. Mrs 
Rundle tries to engage Mr Rundle in conversation, but he gives noncommittal answers that 
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indicate he is not listening to what she is saying. Mr Rundle then notices an odd advert that 
has been placed in the newspaper by a friend of the couple, Mrs Barclay. It says she is selling 
a wardrobe with a ghost in it, to a good home. Mrs Rundle is very excited by the proposition, 
because she thinks that a haunted wardrobe will attract visitors to the couple’s B&B, The Dog 
and Duck. Mr Rundle is not convinced, but Mrs Rundle is set on buying it and they make an 
appointment with Mrs Barclay to purchase the wardrobe.

Chapter 2 – A Bargain Buy

Mr and Mrs Rundle arrive at Mrs Barclay’s home to see the wardrobe. They are surprised that 
Mrs Barclay doesn’t seem to have any servants, because she is considered very wealthy. Mrs 
Barclay offers the explanation that all of her servants have left on account of the ghost in 
the wardrobe. As she shows them to the room with the wardrobe, she tells them that she has 
received many offers already. Mrs Rundle comments on the dust in the room and Mrs Barclay 
explains that all her maids have left too, as they are afraid of the ghost.

Chapter 3 – Mrs Barclay’s Story

They look at the wardrobe and Mrs Rundle says that it will look nice in the best bedroom at 
The Dog and Duck. Mrs Barclay agrees that they will attract many more visitors because 
of the wardrobe. She explains that she used to have friends who stayed in the bedroom and 
complained about odd noises coming from the wardrobe. One night Mrs Barclay spent the 
evening in the room with Mr East, her butler, and the two checked the wardrobe on the outside 
for secret panels and springs. When Mr East tried to open it, the door flew across the room and 
smashed into a mirror. Mrs Barclay says that they were terrified and concluded that they must 
have woken the ghost.

Chapter 4 – The wardrobe Changes hands

Mrs Barclay explains that the ghost looks like a little old man with a funny hat. The first time 
she saw him, he walked straight downstairs and out the front door. At night the wardrobe doors 
would bang open and closed and no one in the house could get any sleep. The servants began to 
leave, Mrs Barclay concluded that she must sell the wardrobe.

Mrs Barclay then shows Mr and Mrs Rundle letters she has received enquiring about the 
wardrobe. Some of them say they would like to buy it, others tell her she should keep it and one 
letter is a proposal of marriage.

Mrs Rundle tells Mr Rundle to offer Mrs Barclay £50 for the wardrobe and Mrs Barclay accepts, 
although she cannot deliver it until the next day as a couple of local reporters are coming to 
spend the night in the room with the ghost and wardrobe.

Chapter 5 – Unwanted visitors

The next day Mrs Barclay delivers the wardrobe and Mrs Rundle has it put in the shed behind the 
house because they are still working on the rooms in The Dog and Duck. She asks Mrs Barclay 
how the reporters got along the previous night with the wardrobe. Mrs Barclay says that they 
didn’t see the ghost but she did. According to her, nothing happened for an hour then they 
started hearing noises coming from inside the wardrobe. After that one of the reporters spotted 
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a button on the floor that had not been there before. Mrs Barclay says she saw the ghost run out 
from the wardrobe and across the room, but the reporters were not quick enough and missed 
it. Mrs Rundle wonders if she has made a mistake buying the wardrobe but pays Mrs Barclay 
anyway.

Chapter 6 – Ghostly Goings-On

Mr Rundle is filling a glass behind the bar in The Dog and Duck when a man runs in yelling that 
he’s seen a ghost come out of the shed outside. Every one rushes out of the bar to see and some 
of the neighbours hear and come out as well. Outside there is a tall white shape coming out of 
the shed making ghostly noises. The crowd is afraid, but then the ‘ghost’ trips and is revealed to 
be a young joker wearing a white sheet. He laughs and runs away before he can be caught.

Chapter 7 – Things that Go Bump …

One of the customers in Mr Rundle’s bar explains that Mr Rundle will be the victim of all the 
jokers in the county until he gets rid of the wardrobe from the shed. Mr Rundle decides to bring 
the wardrobe into the best bedroom of The Dog and Duck the next day. The Rundles settle down 
for the night, glad to be free of any fuss from the shed. However, in the middle of the night Mr 
Rundle thinks he hears noises coming from the best bedroom. Mrs Rundle is fast asleep, but Mr 
Rundle goes out to look. He does not find anything out of place, but he still feels like there is 
something odd afoot.

Chapter 8 – peace at Last

The next morning Mr Rundle tells his wife about the noises he thought he heard. She tells him 
that the ghost is probably looking for something and he should take the wardrobe apart and put 
it back together. Mr Rundle does and finds nothing. Mrs Rundle is disappointed to find out that it 
is just a normal wardrobe. She thinks Mr Rundle must have scared the ghost away.

Afterward

Six months later Mr Rundle is in The Dog and Duck alone because Mrs Rundle is away at her 
sister’s. He takes his cocoa and newspaper upstairs and decides to sleep in the best bedroom 
since nobody is staying. He is almost asleep when he hears a door creak open in the bedroom. 
The wardrobe door is open and he can see part of a tweed jacket. It could be one of Mr Rundle’s 
tweed jackets, or it could be the ghost. Either way, Mr Rundle does not stay to find out. He runs 
to the kitchen and stays the night there with all the lights blazing until the next morning when 
Mrs Rundle arrives home. She finds him sitting at the table with a piece of paper with “Ghost for 
sale…” written at the top.

what do you think?

In this section Terry Deary challenges the reader to decide whether there ever was a ghost in 
the wardrobe. He suggests a possible alternative explanation for the whole story. Perhaps Mrs 
Barclay needed money (a lot of rich people in the 1930s lost their money) and the servants left 
because she could no longer pay their wages and not because there was a ghost. Perhaps Mrs 
Barclay purchased multiple inexpensive wardrobes and put an advert in the paper for a haunted 
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wardrobe. Everyone who responded would believe they were buying the haunted wardrobe, but 
in fact would simply be paying a premium for an ordinary wardrobe, leaving Mrs Barclay with a 
tidy profit. However, Terry Deary is careful to say that he is not claiming this is the correct or 
only explanation for the events of the story.

(References in brackets refer to assessment focuses)

Title/Cover

Read the title and look at the cover. What do you predict this story is going to be about? (AF6) 
Record ideas for review later.

Introduction

Where does this story take place? (AF2)

When does this story take place? (AF2)

Why do you think the author begins by telling us about ghosts? Does this make you want to read 
on? (AF6)

Do you believe in ghosts? (AF7) Why? Why not?

Chapter1

What do the pictures tell us about Mr and Mrs Rundle? (AF4)

What would you do if you saw an advertisement for a wardrobe with a ghost in it? Would you 
buy it? Why/why not? (AF7)

What questions would you ask the owner about the wardrobe? (AF3)

Chapter 2

What does Mrs Barclay look like? (AF2)

According to Mrs Barclay, why did all her servants and maids leave? (AF2)

Why did Mrs Barclay have so many servants and maids? (AF3)
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Chapter 3

Mrs Barclay and Mrs Rundle think the wardrobe will attract visitors to The Duck and Dog. Would 
you want to stay in a room with a haunted wardrobe? (AF7)

When Mrs Barclay and her butler spent the evening checking over the wardrobe, what happened 
when they tried to open the doors? (AF2)

Why do you think the author ends the chapter by saying a ghostly shape came out of the 
wardrobe? Does this make you want to read on? If it does, how does it make you want to read 
on? (AF6)

Chapter 4

What does Mrs Barclay say the ghost looks like? What did the ghost do the first time it 
appeared? (AF2)

Which of the letters that Mrs Barclay received is your favourite? Why? (AF7)

What kind of advice do some of the letters contain? (AF2)

If you had a wardrobe with a ghost in it would you keep it or sell it? (AF7)

Who in the story wants to spend the night in the room with wardrobe? Why? (AF2)

Chapter 5

What happens to the reporters that spend the night with the wardrobe? (AF2)

What do the pictures tell us? (AF4)

What do you think might happen next? (AF3)

Chapter 6

What happens to the ‘ghost’ that runs out of the shed? Who was the ghost really? (AF2)

What do the pictures tell you about Mr Rundle? (AF4)

How does the crowd react when they see the ghost and then find out the ghost is a fake? (AF2)

Have you ever been in a similar situation where someone tried to scare you? What happened? 
(AF7)

Chapter 7

Why do the Rundles have to bring the wardrobe inside from the shed? (AF2)

Why does Mr Rundle wake up in the middle of the night? (AF2)

How is Mr Rundle feeling? Why does he feel this way? (AF3)

Have you ever thought you heard odd noises but could not find the source? What happened? 
How did you feel? (AF7)
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Chapter 8

What does Mrs Rundle tell Mr Rundle to do with the wardrobe? Why does she tell him to do 
this? (AF2)

What does Mr Rundle find when he takes the wardrobe apart? What does this mean? (AF2/3)

What do you think happened to the ghost? Do you think Mr Rundle scared it away by taking the 
wardrobe apart like Mrs Rundle says? (AF3)

Afterward

Do you think the tweed jacket in the wardrobe was the ghost’s or Mr Rundles’ jacket? Why do 
you think this? (AF7)

Do you think there was ever really a ghost in the wardrobe? Why? (AF7)

The beginning of the letter Mr Rundle is writing starts, “Ghost for sale…” What does this imply? 
Where is he going to send the letter? (AF3)

Did the ending surprise you? Is it what you expected? Why/why not? (AF4)

How do you think the book should have ended? (AF4)

what do you think?

Do you think the author’s explanation for the ghost in the wardrobe is true? Why or why not? 
(AF7)

Can you make up your own explanation for the ghost in the wardrobe? If you think there really 
was a ghost, how do you think it got in the wardrobe? What was it doing there? (AF7)

Overall

Which was your favourite part of the book? Why? (AF3)

What is the main event of the story? Why do you think this? (AF4)

What do you think would happen next if the story carried on past the ending of the book? (AF3)

Could the story be improved or changed for the better? How? (AF6)

What do you think was the most exciting part of the story? (AF6)

Do you think the author is trying to give readers a message? If so, what is it? (AF7)

Would you like to read another book by this author? (AF6/7)
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ideas for activities
wRITE AnD DRAw an advertisement for a haunted piece of furniture. It doesn’t have to be a 
wardrobe – it could be a bed, or a sofa, or even a toilet! Think about the language adverts use – 
it is very persuasive.

wORk TOGEThER to make up the ‘back story’ of how the ghost ended up in the wardrobe. 
Was he bumped off and then his body hidden there? Was he a very dapper gentleman who loved 
his clothes very much and doesn’t like to be separated from them? Or does the group have a 
different idea entirely?

MAkE wardrobes out of cardboard boxes, with the fronts cut to open like doors. Make ghost 
puppets on sticks and put on a ghostly puppet show.

Terry Deary is one of the best-known authors writing for children today. He is not only an 
author, though – did you know that he is also a professional actor? As well as acting and writing 
children’s books, he also writes scripts for stage plays and for TV.

Terry Deary is best-known as the writer of the ‘Horrible Histories’ series of books, which have 
sold over 25 million copies across the world. The BBC have adapted ‘Horrible Histories’ into a 
hilarious TV series, which is helping to make the books as popular today as ever before.

As well as funny books about history, Terry Deary has written many serious historical novels for 
children and young people. The best-known of these include ‘The Lady of Fire and Tears’, which 
is about Mary, Queen of Scots, and ‘Put Out the Light’ which won the Sheffield Libraries Fiction 
Prize and was nominated for the Carnegie Medal, which is the most famous prize for children’s 
books in the UK.

Many schools like to read Terry Deary’s books with their students, but did you know that Terry 
Deary has said that he doesn’t like his books to be read in schools? In fact, Terry Deary says he 
would like all schools to be closed down and children to be set free! You probably feel like that 
sometimes, too, and perhaps your teachers do as well, some days. Hopefully there are lots of 
things you like about school. Perhaps Terry Deary had VERY nasty teachers when he was at 
school!
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