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A short playscript
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Cast

PROSPERO                                                                   a great sorcerer

MIRANDA                                                                    Prospero’s daughter

FERDINAND                                                                 the Prince of Naples

ARIEL                                                                        a spirit who aids Prospero

CALIBAN                                                                     Prospero’s slave



Narrator:
On a misty, forgotten island, two castaways are watching a ship  One is 
Prospero  He was once the Duke of Milan, but he was betrayed long years ago 
and exiled to this lonely place  The other is Miranda, Prospero’s daughter 

Prospero is pleased to see this ship  He has become mighty wizard and the 
ship brings his enemies into his grasp  These enemies are Prospero’s wicked 
brother, Antonio, Alonso, the greedy king of Naples, the king’s son Ferdinand 
and Sebastian, his treacherous brother  Also on board is kind Gonzalo, 
Prospero’s old friend 

SCENE ONE
MIRANDA:
Oh, so sad! The ship has sunk! They have perished 

PROSPERO:
Do not worry  There is no harm done  Sleep!

[Prospero waves his hand 
and Miranda sleeps.]

PROSPERO:
Ariel? Did you arrange the storm as I told you?

ARIEL:
Yes, great master 

PROSPERO:
And are they all safe?

ARIEL:
Yes, great master  I have scattered them all around the 
island 

PROSPERO:
I have more work for you 

ARIEL:
It shall be done 

[Ariel leaves. Miranda wakes.]



PROSPERO:
Caliban? Slave?

[Caliban appears.]

PROSPERO:
Fetch us fuel!

CALIBAN:
It’s not fair  You treat me so badly  And you stole my island!

[Caliban grumbles as he leaves.]

[Ariel appears, leading Ferdinand.]

Narrator:
Ferdinand, the King of Naples’s son, believes his father has drowned 

MIRANDA:
Look! Who is that?

[Ferdinand stares at Miranda. Miranda stares at Ferdinand.]

FERDINAND:
I would make you the Queen of Naples!

PROSPERO:
What are you doing here? Have you come here to take this island 
from me? I will put you in chains!

MIRANDA:
Oh, dear father, he means to do no such thing 

FERDINAND:
I have lost my father and all my friends 

MIRANDA:
Be of comfort  My father’s not so bad as he seems  We will shelter 
you 



SCENE TWO

[Ariel is talking to Prospero]

ARIEL:
The King believes his son is lost, Master  I put him to sleep with my magic music, and while 
he slept his brother and your brother plotted to kill him  I awakened him and he has gone to 
search for his son 

SCENE THREE

[Ferdinand is gathering wood]

MIRANDA:
Do not work so hard  My father is hard at study  Rest yoursel f  You look weary 

FERDINAND:
No, noble mistress  It is fresh morning when you are by me  The instant I saw you, my heart 
flew to your service 

PROSPERO:
Heavens rain grace on them 



[Ariel appears]

ARIEL:
Master, Caliban has banded with a jester and a butler from the wreck  They plan to take the 
island from you  They are hot with drink 

[Caliban enters]

CALIBAN:
I thought my masters would murder Prospero  But they have fallen for his tricks! Bah!

[Caliban leaves]

[Ariel enters]

PROSPERO:
I have dimmed the sun at noon, called forth the winds, and set war between sea and sky  But 
I will give up my magic now  I will forgive my brother, and thank my friend  My daughter will 
marry the King’s son and I will once again be Duke of Milan  And you, Ariel, shall be free! 
Be free, and fare thou well!


