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Read and enjoy Andy Stanton’s quirky and humorous The Story of Matthew 
Buzzington, a brilliant quick read accessible to mixed ability groups.

A big bully, a special power and some really rubbish robbers…

Matthew Buzzington has a super power: he can turn into a fly. Well, that’s 
the theory, only he’s never managed it yet. When Matthew and his sister 
Amanda are suddenly whisked from a small town to the Big City, Matthew 
is mercilessly teased by school bully Pineapple Johnson. But when Matthew 
and Pineapple end up locked in school with a pair of bungling burglars, it 
turns out that Pineapple is not so tough after all… 

Shorter and less chaotic than Andy Stanton’s Mr Gum stories, The Story of Matthew 
Buzzington offers a great opportunity for mixed ability groups to explore the ways 
in which this popular author combines subversive style and off-beat humour with 
underlying messages of real depth and subtlety.

1 . SPEAKING VOICES AND WRITERS’ VOICES
Read the first chapter of The Story of Matthew Buzzington aloud.

Is this a normal way for a book to begin? Why/why not?

In this section, Andy Stanton introduces the story he is about to tell to the reader. 
He writes a bit like he might speak if he were in front of the reader. You can watch 
a video of Andy Stanton talking about another one of his books here:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JWFxzNnGQ8Y&feature=related

Does the way Andy Stanton talks on the video sound like the way he has written 
the beginning of The Story of Matthew Buzzington?

When we talk about an author’s ‘voice’, we usually mean the things about the 
writing style that tell us a book is by that author. In Andy Stanton’s case, one of 
the patterns he uses is to write as though he is speaking to the reader – or even 
shouting at them, or answering them back!

PART 1 IDEAS FOR EXPLORING THE TEXT
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Find some examples in Chapter 1 of The Story of Matthew Buzzington of Andy 
Stanton putting words into the reader’s mouth, and then answering back.

Look at the back cover of Mr Gum and the Cherry Tree. Are there any ways in which 
the blurb is like the beginning of The Story of Matthew Buzzington? Does the group 
think that Andy Stanton wrote the blurb himself, or do they think that someone at 
his publishing company wrote it? Why?

2. BONKERS BOOKS!
Like most authors, Andy Stanton loves books and reading. In his books, characters 
often read books with titles that relate to things that are happening in the plot. In 
The Story of Matthew Buzzington, Matthew Buzzington reads a book called HOW 
TO TURN YOURSELF INTO A FLY.

Design the cover for HOW TO TURN YOURSELF INTO A FLY and write a blurb for 
the back. Think about:

 ˚ Images for the cover that get the message across. Will you use one 
big, strong image, or more, smaller images, for example ‘before’ 
and ‘after’ pictures? What sort of text will you use?

 ˚ How blurbs on non-fiction books are written. Blurbs often begin 
with questions, like ‘Have you ever wanted to know how…’ Blurbs 
tell the reader what the book is about in very few words. Blurbs 
often make big claims, too, like ‘The only book you will ever need 
on this subject’ or ‘The best ever book about…’

3. AWFUL ADULTS
In Chapter 2, Matthew and Amanda’s parents announce that the family is moving 
to the Big City as their dad has got a new job. Andy Stanton writes:

‘When grown-ups say they have “great news,” it almost always means the news 
is only great for them. It almost always means trouble for everyone else.’

Does the group agree with Andy Stanton? Can they give any examples of choices 
their parents or other adults have made that have been great for the adults but 
not so great for the children?

Is it ever the case that the choices the adults make are not so bad for the children 
in the long run? Is Matthew and Amanda’s parents’ decision so bad in the long run?

You could use discussions as a jumping-off point for reflective writing about events 
in the group’s lives.
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4. A TREE MADE OUT OF CONCRETE
In Chapter 2 we find out that Matthew Buzzington doesn’t want to go and live 
in the Big City. He likes the town his family live in. In Chapter 3 we find out that 
Matthew Buzzington is unhappy in the Big City.

Read P20 and P22 together, up to ‘Yes, Matthew Buzzington hated lots of things 
about the Big City.’

Which of these statements do the group agree with:

 Andy Stanton has written this section in a very realistic way and it 
gives a good idea of what it is like to live in a city

 Andy Stanton has written this section in an exaggerated (extra bad) 
way and it gives the reader an exaggerated (extra bad) view of what it 
might be like to live in a city

Discuss with the group how they approach things they don’t want to do.

 Do they always approach these things with an open mind and make 
sure they give them a fair chance?

 Do they sometimes approach these things with their mind made up 
that they will hate them, and then find out they are not that bad?

This section is told from Matthew Buzzington’s point-of-view. Think back on the 
group’s answers to the last two questions. Which of these statements do they 
agree with?

Andy Stanton exaggerates how bad things are in the Big City because:

 It helps the reader to understand that the Big City was really awful and 
Matthew was really unhappy

 It helps the reader to understand that Matthew was really unhappy 
and maybe his unhappiness made the Big City seem worse than it 
really was.

NB There is no ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ answer to these questions – different readers will 
see things in different ways.
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5. A VERY ODD THREAT
In Chapter 3, Pineapple Johnson tells Matthew Buzzington that he will plant a 
pineapple seed in the playground, grow a big pineapple and throw it at Matthew 
Buzzington so hard that Matthew Buzzington will end up in the hospital.

Does the group think that this is a realistic threat?

Read P31 and P32. Does Pineapple Johnson understand how pineapples grow?

Pineapple Johnson’s threat could be said to be a silly thing for Matthew Buzzington 
to worry about as it is very unlikely that it could ever really happen. But Pineapple 
Johnson tells Matthew that it did happen.

Urban myths are stories that people swear really happened but probably didn’t. 
There are many urban myths surrounding schools, for example:

 ˚ New boys and girls at high schools get their heads flushed down 
the loo.

 ˚ Angry dinner ladies put horrible things into school dinners.

 ˚ A boy and girl in high school were kissing and the braces on their 
teeth got locked together. They had to be cut apart by the Fire 
Brigade.

Does the group think that Pineapple Johnson’s previous pineapple escapade was 
real, or does it sound a bit like an urban myth?

NB Again, there is no ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ answer to this question – different readers 
will see things in different ways.

6. TERRIBLE TEASING
Read P33–P38, up to ‘the saddest trainers you have ever seen’.

Do the group know what it is like to be teased and feel sad like Matthew?

In Chapter 5, Matthew Buzzington tells his teacher about Pineapple Johnson 
bullying him. Pineapple gets in trouble, but so does Matthew, as the teacher says 
he tells fibs about being able to turn into a fly.

Does the group think this is fair?
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Brainstorm ideas for ways that schools can tackle bullies and teasing. Think about:

 ˚ Things students can do – like standing up for each other

 ˚ Things teachers can do – like making special times when students 
can bring up issues

 ˚ Things the school as a whole can do – for example, having a 
‘buddy’ system where younger students have an older student to 
turn to with any problems

Make anti-bullying posters to put up around school.

In Chapter 6, Pineapple Johnson and Matthew Buzzington are locked in school in 
the dark and Pineapple gets scared. What do the group think this tells us about his 
character? Can it help us understand why he bullies other children?

7. DIVERTING DETAILS
Andy Stanton packs lots of jokes into his writing. Many of the jokes in The Story of 
Matthew Buzzington are in details that are not important to the story but they are 
very funny. For example, everyone watches a TV show called ‘Who Wants to Win 
a Million Yoghurts’, and there is a third robber who is not there when his mates 
break into the school, because he is playing ping-pong.

Find out what TV show Andy Stanton’s character Mr Gum watches. You can even 
watch a video of it here:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oZhmQGRuLNQ

Does the class know of any other made-up TV shows in funny books or cartoons? 
(There are a number of shows in The Simpsons, for example).

Make up a TV schedule filled with silly programmes of different types OR choose a 
type of animal and make up a schedule of the sort of shows the group thinks that 
animal would want to watch.
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8. SETTING UP AN ENDING
Discuss the ending of the book.

 ˚ Did the group guess what was going to happen at the end of the 
book?

 ˚ Did they think Matthew Buzzington would be able to turn into a 
fly?

 ˚ Did they guess that Matthew Buzzington and Pineapple Johnson 
would ever become friends?

 ˚ Did they guess what Amanda Buzzington would do?

Andy Stanton sets up the ending of the The Story of Matthew Buzzington in different 
ways throughout the book. One word in particular crops up quite a lot and is a 
clue to how the story will end. Can the group find this word? (The word ‘elephant’ 
sets up Amanda Buzzington’s transformation).

Does the group think it is important for an author to make sure that there are 
clues through the book to what will happen at the end?

9. SERIOUS STUFF AND SILLY STUFF
Matthew Buzzington is a funny book, but it also has serious messages in it. At 
the very end Andy Stanton gives the reader some messages. Which of these are 
serious, which are silly and which are somewhere in between?

1. Deep down, many bullies are stressed and nervous people.

2. The next time you are about to squash a fly, remember it could be 
Matthew Buzzington.

3. Choices adults make can be hard for children.

4. The next time you are about to shoot an elephant, remember it 
could be Amanda Buzzington.

5. It can be hard to cope when things change, for example it can be 
hard to move to a new home.

6. Think twice before you throw a pineapple at someone’s head. It 
may be better to make a nice pineapple milkshake instead.

7. Bullying and teasing are very difficult to cope with and can have a 
very bad effect on a person.

Does the group think it is odd that a funny book can have serious messages? Is 
humour a good way to put serious messages across?
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Andy Stanton was born and brought up in London. He 
always liked reading and writing stories. He says that his 
teachers used to tell him off for writing silly stories at 
school. Now, of course, he writes funny stories for a living. 
His funny stories have sold lots and lots and lots of copies 
and have won all of these prizes:

 ˚ The Blue Peter Award (more than once)

 ˚ The Red House Children’s Book Award

 ˚ The Richard and Judy Award

 ˚ The Roald Dahl Funny Prize.

Well done, Andy!

Andy says that if he had a super power, it would be making blackberries appear 
just by thinking about them.

ANDY’S TOP TIP FOR READING IS:
Read whatever interests you. If cowboy books interest you, read 
cowboy books. If you like books about fairies, read those. If you like 
cowboy books and fairy books, read both types. Remember you 
can read anything you like. Don’t worry about whether a book is 
‘meant for you’ or not – try it and find out!

HIS TOP TIP FOR WRITING IS:
You only need one idea to begin writing. It can be something 
simple and small (e.g. a sunflower growing in a field) or it can be 
something huge and complicated (e.g. a war between aliens and 
hedgehogs). But it doesn’t matter what it is – as soon as you have 
that one idea, sit down and start writing. You might be surprised 
where your idea takes you!

You can read more about Andy on the Mr Gum website. You can even send him a 
question for the ‘Ask Andy’ page!

“

PART 2 ABOUT ANDY STANTON

“

”

”
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ROBBERY AT LOCAL SCHOOL!
Write a newspaper report on the robbery at Matthew Buzzington’s school. 
Newspaper articles usually have:

 ˚ A Headline 
Headlines often contain puns or other plays on words and tend to 
be shortened, with words like ‘the’ or ‘a’ cut out

 ˚ A Subtitle 
Subtitles are especially useful when a headline does not tell exactly 
what an article is about – this can often be the case with very 
catchy or funny headlines

 ˚ A By-line – the name(s) of the writer(s)

 ˚ Date

 ˚ Summary of the main content of the article in the first 
paragraph

 ˚ Background information on people involved

 ˚ Direct and indirect speech.

Most reporters include the words of people who witnessed events or are involved 
in some way, either in speech marks or summarised.

 ˚ What would the robbers say about what happened?

 ˚ What would Matthew Buzzington and Pineapple Johnson say?

 ˚ What would Amanda Buzzington say?

OTHER RECOMMENDED BOOKS
Michael Morpurgo’s Who’s a Big Bully Then? is another story in 
which the theme of bullying is explored in a humorous way. It is 
more realistic than The Story of Matthew Buzzington and offers an 
interesting comparison.

PART 3 EXTENSION WRITING ACTIVITY


